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Dear shepherd, dear sheep farmer,

Last year, shepherds & sheep famers from Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg organised a sheep trail through 4 European countries. 

Starting on June 6th 2010 in Berlin, walking through Germany and the Netherlands, shepherds and their flock reached Bruxelles on September 14th. They then travelled through Luxembourg to the finish in Trier (Germany) on October 16th 2010. 

During this trip shepherds have demonstrated the value and important services shepherds and sheep farmers have and can offer for nature conservation (biodiversity). At the same time we could bring the problems of the shepherd to the attention of a large audience and of politicians. 

It has also shown the urgency to maintain regular contact with colleagues from different countries to emphasize our interests. Together we are strong, and in a better position to do so!

This has led us to organize a European shepherds and sheep farmers’ meeting on 

Friday the 17th and Saturday the 18th of June 2011

in Ermelo, the Netherlands
June 18th is the Dutch national Day of the Sheep!

This sheep event is organized every two years. About 50 breeds and hundreds of sheep are on display.  The events attracts a huge turn-out of sheep farmers, trade exhibitors and breed representatives (for further information check http://www.dagvanhetschaap.nl)  

On June 17th we would like to discuss with colleagues from all EU countries how to set up a European network for sharing important information between shepherds and sheep farmers.  

In the evening there is an opportunity to get to know one another in an informal way.  

Program:

Friday June 17th 2011:

- 15.00 – 16.00 (3 – 4 p.m.): 
registration with coffee. tea

- 16.00 - 18.00 (4 – 6 p.m.) 
Plenary discussion:  

“How can we build and maintain a European information network for shepherds and sheep farmers?” 

- 18.30 (6.30 p.m.):

informal evening meal and drinks

Saturday June 18th 2011:

- from 7.30 (7.30 a.m.):

breakfast

- from 9.30 (9.30 a.m.)

welcoming the participants

- 10.00 – 12.30 


presentations, followed by discussion:

1. Prof.  Dr.  Peter Poschlod:
 results of the study of the seed dispersal during the European Shepherds’ Tour 2010

Seed dispersal is the movement or transport of seeds away from the parent plant Sheep act as a dispersal vector.

2. Dr.  Nicole Wrage:
CO2 emissions from sheep during the grazing season

3.Fernando Garcia-Dory: 
 School for shepherds in Spain

- 12.30 pm 



Lunch

Afterwards there’s an opportunity to visit to the Day of the Sheep

- 16.30 (4.30 p.m.)


 feedback and conclusion

Costs:

Presentations and discussions on Saturday June 18 : € 10, including entrance fee for the Day of the Sheep event.

Attending the meeting on Friday June 17th is free of charge

Overnight accommodation on June 17th:

Limited accommodation (ca 50 beds) in dormitories (on the showground where the Day of the Sheep takes place; your own sleeping bag / pillow and towel required) is available for the price of  € 20 including breakfast  (€ 13,-- for a bed only)

This is a simple bed and breakfast (each dormitory will be shared by ca. 6 people).

This accommodation we offer especially to our colleagues who have to travel a long way.

We hope to meet you in June! To register please use the enclosed form! For further info you may also contact me on phone number 0031622498021.

Kind regards,

[image: image1.wmf]
Erich Rhöse

chairman

These organizations are conveyors of the meeting:
Vereinigung Deutscher Landesschafzuchtverbände e. V. (VDL) http://www.schafe-sind-toll.de/  www.schafe-sind-toll.de 

Bundesverband Deutscher Ziegenzüchter e. V. (BDZ) 
http://www.ziegen-sind-toll.de/  www.ziegen-sind-toll.de 

British Agriculture Bureau representing NFU, NFUS, NFU Cymru, UFU. http://www.nfuonline.com/  www.nfuonline.com 

National Federation of Agricultural Producers in Romania
Federation of sheep and goats in Romania
The General Association of sheep in Dobrogea
The General Association of sheep in Sibiu
The General Association of sheep in Bistrita
REGISTRATION FORM:

Name:

Address:

Town:

Country:

Email:

Tel: 

Number of persons attending: 

Will attend (please state):  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 0               0   the meeting on June 18th (price € 10,-- per person including entrance fee 




     to the Day of the Sheep)

0   the meeting on June 17th (free of charge)

0   both meetings (price € 10,--)

     0   Needs overnight accommodation on June 17th including breakfast (price € 20,-- per person)

          0   Needs overnight accommodation on June 17th “bed only” (price € 13,--  




per person)

Please return this form by email to rhose@landschapsbeheerder.nl 

We will then send you further information.
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